PROGRAMME

I

Maurice Ravel                               Sonatine                                           

(1875 – 1937)                                  Modéré 

                                                         Mouvement de menuet 

                                                         Animé 

 

                                             
 Miroirs                                             

                                                         Noctuelles, in D-flat major

                                                         Oiseaux tristes, in E-flat minor 

                                                         Une barque sur l'océan, in A major

                                                         Alborada del gracioso, in D minor

La vallée des cloches, in C-sharp minor 

Intermission

II

Robert Schumann 

Intermezzo op. 26 nº 4
1810 - 1856

Fédéric Chopin 


The Polonaise in A-flat major, op. 53

1810 - 1849

Frédéric Chopin 


Ballade nº 4, in F minor, op. 52

                                                
Peter I. Tchaikvosky – 

 The Polonaise from the opera Eugene Onegin
F. Liszt  (1840 –1893 / 1811 – 1886)
PROGRAMME NOTES
Although the piece is titled SONATINE rather than 'Sonata', the diminutive refers to the modest length of the piece and not to any simplicity, either in structure or ease of execution. Indeed, shortly after the Lyons performance, Ravel wrote that although he was pleased with the public reception, he was worried about the difficult nature of his piece. In addition, while Ravel recorded a piano roll of the first two movements, he felt unable to play the technical third movement and frequently left it out while playing concerts in America in the late 1920s.

MIROIRS is a suite for solo piano and contains five movements, each dedicated to a fellow member of the French impressionist group, Les Apaches or "hooligans" a term coined by Ricardo Viñes to refer to his band of "artistic outcasts": Noctuelles ("Night Moths") - Dedicated to Léon-Paul Fargue, is a highly chromatic work, maintaining a dark, nocturnal mood throughout. Oiseaux tristes ("Sad Birds") - Dedicated to Ricardo Viñes, this movement represents a lone bird whistling a sad tune, after which others join in. Une barque sur l'océan ("A boat on the Ocean") - Dedicated to Paul Sordes, the piece recounts a small boat as it sails upon the waves of the ocean. Arpeggiated sections as well as sweeping melodies imitate the flow of ocean currents. Alborada del gracioso ("The Gracioso's Aubade") - Dedicated to M. D. Calvocoressi, Alborada is a technically challenging piece that incorporates Spanish musical themes into its complicated melodies. La vallée des cloches ("The Valley of Bells") - Dedicated to Maurice Delage, the piece evokes the sounds of various bells through its use of sonorous harmonies.INTERMEZZO (Mit Grösster Energie), E-flat minor is marked by its flowing sound, created by keeping a steady stream of right hand notes in the background, interspersed with melody notes. This piece appears difficult at first due to its speed (some musicologists have remarked that Schumann's metronome was calibrated such that it went faster than it should have, due to extreme tempi such as this one). THE POLONAISE in A-flat major, Op. 53 or (French: Polonaise héroïque, Heroic Polonaise) was written by Frédéric Chopin in 1842. This masterpiece is one of Chopin's most popular compositions and has always been a favourite of the classical piano repertoire. The piece requires exceptional piano skills and requires virtuosity to be played at an appropriate level of quality. It is also sometimes referred to as the Drum Polonaise. Although the piece is labelled as a polonaise, it has little to do with the typical polonaise style. It presents two sections with a polonaise rhythm, but most of it has no particular polonaise attribute. It has been said that Chopin had composed the piece having a free and powerful Poland in mind, which may have led him to label it as a polonaise. THE BALLADE No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52 was composed in 1842 in Paris and Nohant, and revised in 1843. The work was dedicated to Baronne C. de Rothschild, wife of Nathaniel de Rothschild who had invited Chopin to play in her Parisian residence, where she introduced him to the aristocracy and nobility. According to Robert Schumann, this Ballade was inspired by Adam Mickiewicz's poem The Three Budrys, which tells of three brothers sent away by their father to seek treasures, and the story of their return with three Polish brides. Technically, the Ballade No. 4 demands skill in rapid runs, thick chords, and, in the coda, extremely fast chromatic scales of both single and double notes. Of the four Ballades, it is considered by many pianists to be the most difficult, both technically and musically.

(source: Wikipedia)
